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STORE HOURS
Friday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday: Noon - 5 p.m.

Mon. - Thurs.: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

PH: (204) 284-9100

Out-of-town PH 1-800-468-4216

FAX (204) 453-5351

EMAIL: mystery@whodunitcanada.com
WEBSITE: http://www.whodunitcanada.com

CLOSED: Monday, February 15", Louis Riel Day
Friday, April 2", Good Friday

Used Book Sale

We will be having a Used Book Sale
from Friday, February 12" to Sunday,
February 21°%. All used books
(including collectibles and hardcovers)
will be 50% off. We will not be
purchasing any used books during the
sale

Please note our used book buying
policy continues to have no author
restrictions, but all purchases are at
the store’s discretion.

Spring Lecture Series

Mark your calendars for these
upcoming lectures. Refreshments will
be served.

Doors open at 6.30 p.m.

Start time 7 p.m. Rush seating

Monday, March 1st, 2010:

Dr. Judy Flynn presents “The
Victorian Origins of Crime Fiction:
The Sensationalist Novel".

Monday, April 5%, 2010:

Jack Bumsted presents his “"Baker’s
Dozen” of favorite crime fiction.
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ELLERY
QUEEN?

One of the most venerable and
venerated names in crime fiction is
that of Ellery Queen, the author,
editor, and anthologist. “"He” was really
two cousins who dominated the
American detection scene for many
years. Curiously enough, after years
of success in every entertainment
medium, from books and magazines to
film, radio, and television, Queen
suddenly virtually disappeared. Before
the mid-1970s he was a household
name. His Spanish Cape Mystery,
originally published in 1935, went
through seven hardcover printings in
North America to 1941, and then as a
Pocket Book went through another
eleven printings to July of 1944. As
late as 1977 he had his own weekly
television series on NBC, but
thereafter he gradually slipped from
public view, and is today remembered
only for a mystery magazine. Since
Wendy and I took over Whodunit? in
mid-2007, I have not sold a single
Ellery Queen novel, although we have
had many on the shelves. A few
weeks ago, I discovered to my surprise
that not a single Ellery Queen novel is
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still in print. Unlike the British Queens
of Crime who were his contemporaries
and whose works remain republished
and still read, Ellery Queen has
virtually vanished from the crime
scene. What happened?

Ellery Queen was the joint pseudonym
of two Brooklyn-born cousins: Manfred
Lee (1905-1971) and Frederic Dannay
(1908-1982). Their heyday came
between 1929 and 1945, during which
time they published nearly twenty
well-received crime novels, were
responsible for a very popular series of
weekly radio programmes, and saw
many films made from their books.
The books, which were the basis of
EQ’s reputation, were distinguished for
their so-called “Fair Play” doctrine,
claiming that the reader had all the
available information to solve the
crime ahead of the detective. Clever
puzzle-plotting, much better done than
Agatha Christie, was Queen’s principal
stock-in-trade. Readers and listeners
were challenged to solve the cases.
The books were not distinguished for
depth of character, fine writing, or
much other gimmickry.

After World War Two, the collaborators
gradually ceased to work together.

Lee virtually retired, officially because
of an ill wife, and Dannay (who
prepared the complex plots) wrote
with others, although always under the
“Ellery Queen” house name. The later
books were not nearly as strong as the
early ones, and many in the 50s and
60s were published as cheap
paperback originals with covers
reminiscent of writers like Mickey
Spillane and other pulp fiction writers.

Moreover, the puzzle element
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gradually went out of fashion in crime
writing and simultaneously out of
existence in the work of Ellery Queen.
A later series set in the small town of
Wrightsville, either in New York of New
England, never achieved much buzz.
The puzzle element disappeared and
Ellery Queen the sleuth morphed from
a cerebral consulting detective with a
strong supporting cast in the early
books into a typical fifties private eye
acting alone in the later ones. Early
Queen surrounded his sleuth with a
number of well-realized characters,
including Inspector Richard Queen,
Ellery’s father, Sergeant Velie, a tough
and thick-headed New York cop, and
an oriental houseboy. There never
was a consistent romantic interest,
except possibly the houseboy. After
1977, when the television show
disappeared from the networks, Ellery
Queen's name survived mainly as an
anthologist and magazine editor.
Dannay did edit the Ellery Queen
Mystery Magazine until his death in
1982, and others carried on the
tradition.

In short, Ellery Queen failed either to
change successfully with the times or
to continue to trade on the strength of
his earlier reputation. His success as
editor and anthologist (especially after
both the original collaborators were
dead) to some extent disguised the
extent of his creative bankruptcy.
Nevertheless, the books published
before the end of World War Two were
clever enough, and deserve more
attention than they presently get from
crime fiction buffs.
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Mystery Reading Club

The group will be resuming after their
winter hiatus. They normally meet on
the last Tuesday of the month. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. Meeting starts at
7p.m.

Tuesday, March 30"
Dashiel Hammett, The Glass Key.

Tuesday, April 27%:
Robert Harris, Enigma

Tuesday, May 25":

Donna Leon, Death at La Fenice

The books will be available at the store
at a 10% discount. Some questions
will be circulated ahead of the meeting
to get the discussion off to a good
start. They will be available a few
weeks before the meeting on the
website and in the store.

Updates are always available on the
website or call Jack at the store. All
are welcome.

Writer’s Group

The writer’s group continues to meet
at the store on the third Wednesday of
the month, at 7 p.m. All are welcome.
Call Wendy at the store for more
details.

CONVENTIONS

Left Coast Crime

Booked in L.A.

Los Angeles,March 11™-14%", 2010
Guests of Honor: Lee Child and Jan
Burke

Fan Guest of Honor: Janet Rudolph
Toastmaster: Bill Fitzhugh

An annual mystery convention
sponsored by mystery fans, for
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mystery fans. The Dilys Award will be
presented, among others.
http://www.leftcoastcrime.org/
http://www.leftcoastcrime.org/2010/
Left Coast Crime Quilt Gallery
http://www.leftcoastcrime.org/quilt.ht
ml

Bloody Words X

Toronto, May 28"-30%", 2010
Canadian Guest of Honour:

Giles Blunt

International Guest of Honour:
Deon Meyer

Master of Ceremonies:

Linwood Barclay

In memory of Lyn Hamilton. Bloody
Words is Canada's oldest and largest
gathering of mystery readers and
authors. The 2011 convention will be
held in Victoria, BC.
www.bloodywords2010.com

New to Us - by Wendy

Next time you are in the store please
look out for a section called New to Us.
This will have books that we have
missed in the past, been unable to find
before now, or series we have lost
track of etc. At this time the books
featured are Matt Beynon Rees’ ‘Omar
Yussef’ series, The Collaborator of
Bethlehem, A Grave in Gaze and The
Samaritan’s Secret. The fourth title in
this series, The Fourth Assassain, is
due in hardcover later this month.

Another series is G.M.Malliet’s ‘Chief
Inspector St. Just’. The first, Death of
a Cozy Writer, won the Agatha for best
first novel in 2008. There are two
more titles in the series, Death and the
Lit Chick and just published Death at
the Alma Mater.

A popular series, Alys Clare’s
‘Hawkenlye’ books, has also been
missing from our shelves for a while.
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The last title we had in paperback was
The Enchanter’s Forest (2008!), which
was number ten in the series. The
next two titles are only available in the
larger trade paper format, but we do
have both titles, The Path of the Air
and Joys of My Life.

In Memorium

Lionel Davidson

The crime writer Lionel Davidson died
in England on 21 October 2009. Born
in 1922, Davidson was one of those
writers who was a favourite with critics
but virtually unknown to most readers.
His eight published crime books won
him no less than three Gold Dagger
awards for the best British crime novel
of the year, but most readers
(including those who patronize this
shop) would be hard pressed to nhame
one of them. They were: The Night of
Wenceslas (1960), A Long Way to
Shiloh (1966, published in the United
States as The Menorah Men) and The
Chelsea Murders (1978, published in
the United States as Murder Games);
we have none of these in the shop.
Part of the problem was that Davidson
did not create a series character or
write a series, but he also suffered
from the complex off-the-wall and
arcane nature of his plots and the
sheer erudition of his prose. His final
book, Kolymsky Heights (1994), was
typical of his work, featuring as
protagonist a Gitxsan Indian from
British Columbia who was a master of
disguises and languages and was
employed by the CIA, in this instance
to infiltrate a top secret Russian
research station to liberate an
imprisoned scientist.

Robert B. Parker
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Robert B. Parker died at his desk at his
home in Cambridge, Massachusetts on
18 January. He wrote five pages every
day except Sunday. This work ethic
produced over 60 books and many
short stories. Born in Springfield,
Massachusetts, he was educated at
Colby College and Boston University,
and began writing crime fiction in
1971. His output included thirty-nine
Spenser novels, nine Jesse Stones,
and six Sunny Randalls. In recent
years he had turned to writing
westerns as well as his crime series.
Every book was dedicated to his wife.

Brief Book Notes by Wendy
Ann Purser

Many of you are fans of the Ann
Purser, Lois Meade series, Murder on
Monday, Warning at One etc.. Coming
in May will be a spin off of this series
featuring Ivy Beasley. Elderly
spinster, Ivy Beazley has moved into
an assisted living complex and with the
aid of her two sidekicks, Ivy is
determined to solve the murder of a
neighbour. The first book in the new
series is called The Hangman’s Row
Enquiry.

Castle

We are all still wondering who actually
wrote Heat Wave. The photograph on
the back cover of the book is of
Nathan Fillion, the Canadian born
actor, who plays Richard Castle in the
series. The author blurb on the dust
jacket and on our favourite author site,
Fantastic Fiction, both give the
biographical details of the fictional
author, Richard Castle. Certainly the
show which airs on ABC on a Monday
evening is popular with our customers
and we will continue to try and find the
author’s identity.
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Whodunit on the Web - by
Sian

I continue to be woefully behind on my
reading, although I am currently
enjoying Nicola Upson’s An Expert in
Murder as well as Alafair Burke’s
Judgment Calls.

What I'm really focusing my efforts on
these days is not only trying to expand
my mystery reading, but also working
on expanding the exposure of the
store. The Bumsteds have always been
early technology adopters, even if we
didn't fully understand how to use it,
but we’ve been slow really to embrace
the internet for the betterment of the
store. As a result of these efforts,
we're hoping that you’re going to see
more of us online.

The website will continue to be our
real home on the web, and as this
newsletter going to press will be
updated every day in some fashion.
Expect to see more new releases, mini
reviews, and updates on the world of
crime fiction.

We’'re also hoping to make our
presence known on Facebook, and we
hope that you’'ll become a “fan” of the
store. You can find us be searching
“"Whodunit Mystery Bookstore”.

Finally, we’ll be tweeting every day on
Twitter about the goings on at the
store. You can follow us by searching
for “whodunitwpg”.

If you have any ideas of things you’d
like to see on the website, Facebook
page, or Twitter please let me know at
mysterysian@gmail.com.
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FORTHCOMING BOOKS

The lists on the website are updated regularly,
to alert our customers to new releases.

February Mass Market

Barton, Beverly - Dead By Midnight
Berenson, Alex - The Silent Man

Blair, J.M.C. - The Pendragon Murders
Carlisle, Kate - If Books Could Kill
Collins, Kate - Sleeping with Anemone
Damsgaard, Shirley - The Seventh Witch
Davis, Krista - Diva Paints the Tow
Deaver, Jeffery - Roadside Crosses
Dugoni, Robert - Wrongful Death

Ellis, Kate - Playing with Bones
Fielding, Joy - Still Life

Fluke, Joanne - Cream Puff Murder
Franklin, Ariana - Grave Goods

Granger, Ann - Mud, Muck and Dead
Haddam, Jane - Living Witnhess

Harris, Robert - The Ghost

Harris, Rosemary - The Big Dirt Nap
Harvey, Joh - Far Cry

Haywood, B - Town in a Blueberry Jam
Hechtman, Betty - A Stitch in Crime
Jecks, Michael - No Law in the Land
Kellerman, Jonathan - Evidence

Lindsay, Jeff - Dearly Devoted Dexter
Macbride, Stuart - Blind Eye

Mariotte, Jeff - CSI: Blood Quantum
Parker, Robert B. - Night and Day
Parker, T - The Renegades

Parrish, P J - The Little Death

Robards, Karen - Pursuit

Slyvester, Kevin - Neil Flambe and the
Marco Polo Murders

Staub, Wendy Corsi - Live to Tell
Tanenbaum, Robert K - Capture
Twining, James - Geneva Deception
Warner, Penny - How to Host a Killer Party
Webber, Heather - Truly, Madly, Deadly
Wells, Melinda - Proof is in the Pudding
White, Randy - Dead Silence

February Trade Paper

Burke, James Lee - Lay Down My Sword and
Shield

Cain, Tom - No Survivors

Carkeet, David - Double Negative

Church, James - Bamboo and Blood

Clare, Alys - The Joys of My Life

Ghelfi, Brent - Shadow of the Wolf

Goddard, Robert - Long Time Coming
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Hall, M R - The Disappeared

Hill, Susan - Various Haunts of Men
Jardine, Quintin - Fatal Last Words
Kerr, Philip - A Quiet Flame

Latour, Jose - Crime of Fashion

Liang, Diane We - Paper Butterfly

Lutz, Lisa - Revenge of the Spellman’s
Mosley, Walter - The Long Fall

Myers, Tamar - Butter Safe Than Sorry
Parris, S - Heresy

Ramsland, Katherine - Forensic Psychology
Reichs, Kathy - 206 Bones

Sanderson, Mark - Snow Hill

Sewell, Kitty - Bloodprint

Steinhauer, Olen - The Tourist

Thurlo, David - Coyote's Wife
Tremayne, Peter - Dove of Death

February Hard Cover

Atherton, Nancy- Aunt Dimity Down Under
Ault, Sandi - Wild Penance

Berenson, Alex - The Midnight House
Blum, Deborah - Poisoner's Handbook
Boyd, Noah - The Bricklayer

Briggs, Patricia - Silver Borne

Compton, Julie - Rescuing Olivia

Fluke, Joanne - Apple Turnover Murder
Forman, Steven M - Boca Mournings
Hamilton, Laurell - Flirt

Kurland, Michael (Ed.) - Sherlock Holmes:
The American Years

Mankell, Henning - The Man from Beijing
Mckevett, G.A. - Wicked Craving

Mercer, Ken - Slow Fire

Patterson, James - Worst Case

Ramirez, Misa - Hasta La Vista, Lola
Robb, 1.D. - Fantasy in Death

Smith, Roger - Wake Up Dead

Stabenow, Dana - A Night Too Dark
Stanley, Kelli - City of Dragons

March Mass Market

Barrett, Tracy - 100-Year-0Old Secret
Bentley, Jennie - Plaster and Poison
Butcher, Jim - Turn Coat

Buzbee, Lewis - Steinbeck's Ghost
Casey, Elizabeth - Death Threads
Childs, Laura - Oolong Dead

Coben, Harlan - Long Lost

Collins, Max Allan - You Can't Stop Me
Connolly, Sheila - Red Delicious Death
Defelice, Cynthia - The Ghost of Fossil Glen
Fletcher, Jessica - Murder She Wrote:
Madison Avenue Shoot

Gregorio, Michael - A Visible Darkness
Hurley, Graham - No Lovelier Death
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Jackson, Lisa - Malice

Lalicki, Tom - Danger in the Dark

Laurie, Victoria - Ghouls Gone Wild
Lawrence, Caroline - Prophet from Ephesus
Lennon, Patrick - Cut Out

Levine, Laura - Killer Cruise

Mathews, Francine - Death in the Off-
Season

McKinley, Jenn - Sprinkle with Murder
Nadel, Barbara - River of the Dead

Olson, Karen - Pretty in Ink

Orgain, Diana - Motherhood is Murder
Perry, Anne - Execution Dock

Rosett, Sara - Magnolias Moonlight

Tope, Rebecca - Slaughter in the Cotswolds
Walters, Michael - The Shadow Walker

March Trade Paper

Alvtegen, Karin - Shadow

Atkins, Ace - Devil's Garden

Black, Cara - Murder in the Latin
Brady, Joan - Venom

Carl, Joanna - Chocolate to Die For
Cleeves, Ann - Blue Lightning

Cleeves, Ann - Red Bones

Cleverly, Barbara - A Darker God
Davis, Lindsey - Alexandria

Delany, Vicki - Gold Fever

Fluke, Joanne - Apple Turnover Murder
Goodwin, Jason - The Bellini Card

Hart, John - The Last Child

Hays, Tony - The Killing Way

Hewson, David - The Blue Demon
Heyer, Georgette - A Blunt Instrument
Horan, Ellen - 31 Bond Street

Hurley, Graham - Beyond Reach

Karp, Marshall - Flipping Out

Kelly, Jim - Death Watch

Leon, Donna - About Face

Maines, Bethany - Bulletproof Mascara
Mitford, Nancy - Wigs on the Green
Nadel, Barbara - Death By Design
Newman, Sharan - The Witch in the Well
Nisbet, Jim - Lethal Injection

Rabb, Jonathan - Shadow and Light
Reynolds, Alastair - Terminal World
Runcie, James - East Fortune

Smith, Alexander McCall - Tea Time for the
Traditionally Built

Xiaolong, Qiu - The Mao Case

March Hard Cover
Allan, Barbara - Antiques Bizarre

Bernhardt, William - Capitol Betrayal
Bowen, Rhys - The Last Illusion

February 2010



Bradley, Alan - Weed That Strings the
Hangman's Bag

Briggs, Patricia - Silver Borne

Childs, Laura - The Teaberry Strangler
Coben, Harlan - Caught

Conant-Park, Jessica - Cook the Books
Cross, Neil - Burial

Cussler, Clive - The Silent Sea

Fairstein, Linda - Hell Gate

Hart, Erin - False Mermaid

Lelic, Simon - A Thousand Cuts

Lutz, Lisa - The Spellmans Strike Again
Kellerman, Jonathan - Deception

Martin, Nancy - Our Lady of Immaculate
Deception

Mccleary, Carol - The Alchemy of Murder
Mosley, Walter - Known to Evil

Perry, Anne - The Sheen on the Silk
Read, Cornelia - Invisible Boy

Robards, Karen - Shattered

Smith, Martin Cruz - The Golden Mile
White, Jenny - The Winter Thief

White, Kate - Hush

White, Randy Wayne - Deep Shadow

April Mass Market

Ainsworth, William - Jack Sheppard
Albert, Susan Wittig - Wormwood

Barr, Nevada - Borderline

Box, C.]. - Below Zero

Braddon, Mary - Lady Audley's Secret
Bulwer-Lytton, Edward - Paul Clifford
Carriger, Gail - Changeless

Collins, Wilkie - The Woman in White
Collins, Wilkie - The Moonstone

Ellis, Kate - A Perfect Death

Evans, Christy - Lead-Pipe Cinch
Grace, Margaret - Monster in Miniature
Harris, Charlaine - Dead and Gone
Heyer, Georgette - Duplicate Death
Higgins, Jack - A Darker Place

Killian, Diana - Murder on the Eight
Khoury, Raymond - The Sign

Larsson, Stieg - Girl Who Played with Fire
Lawrence, Lucy - Cut to the Corpse
Meier, Leslie - Mothers Day Murder
Meier, Leslie - Tippy Toe Murder

Oust, Gale - ‘Til Dice Do Us Part

Prest, Thomas - The String of Pearls
Radcliffe, Ann - The Mysteries of Udolpho
Radcliffe, Ann - A Sicilian Romance
Robb, J.D. - Kindred in Death

Rose, M.]. - The Memoirist

Scott, Michele - A Toast to Murder
Shelton, Paige - Farm Fresh Murder
Swanson, Denise - Murder of a Wedding
Tremayne, Peter - The Dove of Death
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Walpole, Horace - The Castle of Otranto
Westlake, Donald E. - Memory

April Trade Paper

Brett, Simon - The Poisoning in the Pub
Clark, Carol Higgins - Wrecked

Craske, Darren - Eleventh Plague
Goldenbaum, Sally - Patterns in the Sand
Green, Anna Katherine - The Leavenworth
Case

Jardine, Quintin - Blood Red

Knox, Tom - The Genesis Secret

Lackberg, Camilla - The Stone Cutter
Martin, Andrew - Last Train to Scarborough
Morris, R N - A Razor Wrapped in Silk
Pepper, Andrew - The Detective Branch
Robertson, Imogen - Instruments of Dark
Shannon, John - Palos Verdes Blue
Templeton, Aline - Dead in the Water
Waldman, Ayelet - Nursery Crimes (reissue)

April Hard Cover

Albert, Susan Wittig - Holly Blues

Alt, Madelyn - A Witch in Time

Atkins, Ace - Infamous

Brett, Simon - Shooting in the Shop
Brown, Rita Mae - Cat of the Century
Butcher, Jim - Changes

Carrell, Jennifer Lee - Haunt Me Still
Estleman, Loren D - The Left-Handed Dollar
Fletcher, Jessica - Murder She Wrote:
Nashville Noir

Grimes, Martha - The Black Cat

Harris, Charlaine - Crimes by Moonlight
Hays, Tony - The Divine Sacrifice

Kalla, Daniel - Of Flesh and Blood
Lovesey, Peter - Skeleton Hill

Mccall Smith, Alexander - Double Comfort
Safari Club

Nunn, Malla - Let the Dead Lie

Peters, Elizabeth - A River in the Sky
Rosett, Sara - Mint Juleps Mayhem
Spencer-Fleming, Julia - One Was a Soldier

May Mass Market

Andrews, Ilona - Magic Bleeds
Bacon-Smith, Camille - A Legacy of
Daemons

Dare, Lila - Tressed to Kill

Davidson, Maryjanice - Undead and
Unwelcome

Engel, Howard - East of Suez

Fowler, Earlene - Love Mercy

Hyatt, Elise - French Polished Murder
Lavene, Joyce - A Timely Vision

WHODUNIT?



Lewis, Matthew - The Monk

Purser, Ann - The Hangman's Row Enquiry
Sandford, John - Wicked Prey

Sweeney, Leann - The Cat, The Professor,
and The Poison

Trochek, Kathy Hogan - Happy Never After
Viets, Elaine - Killer Cuts

Woods, Stuart - Hothouse Orchid

May Trade Paper

Andrews, Ilona - Magic Bleeds
Bacon-Smith, Camille - A Legacy of
Daemons

Dare, Lila - Tressed to Kill

Davidson, Maryjanice - Undead and
Unwelcome

Engel, Howard - East of Suez

Fowler, Earlene - Love Mercy

Hyatt, Elise - French Polished Murder
Lavene, Joyce - A Timely Vision

Lewis, Matthew - The Monk

Purser, Ann - The Hangman's Row Enquiry
Sandford, John - Wicked Prey

Sweeney, Leann - The Cat, The Professor,
and The Poison

Trochek, Kathy Hogan - Happy Never After
Viets, Elaine - Killer Cuts

Woods, Stuart - Hothouse Orchid

May Hard Cover

Arvedlund, Erin - Too Good to Be True
Gray, Clio - Brotherhood of Five
Ignatius, David - The Increment
Johnson, Craig - The Dark Horse

Levin, Daniel - The Last Ember

Lewis, Simon - Bad Traffic

Robinson, Peter - The Penguin Book of
Crime Stories, Volume I1

Simms, Chris - The Edge

Slan, Joanna Campbell - Photo, Snap, Shot
Brown, Ryan - Play Dead

Dugoni, Robert - Bodily Harm

Fowler, Earlene - State Fair

Goldstone, Lawrence - The Astronomer
Harris, Charlaine - Dead in the Family
Viets, Elaine - Half-Price Homicide
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REMEMBER OUR BOOKMARKS!

Buy 12 paperbacks & get the next one free up
to 9.99; buy 8 hard-covers & get the next one
free up to 34.99.

NEW! Buy a trade paperback priced at $19.95
and above, and receive two paperback
bookmark stamps.

SHOP BY PHONE!
204-284-9100 &

Out-of-town:

1-800-468-4216

Email:
mystery@whodunitcanada.com

MAILING
New Rates Effective Immediately

Calculating postage rates in advance has
become extremely difficult. Costs are
dependent on weight and size, and Canada
adds a fuel surcharge within the country,
which is subject to change at any time, as well
as GST.

A single paperback within Canada costs
roughly $9.00 (including insurance, which is
not included in the base rate).

A single paperback to the U.S. costs
approximately $8.50 (insurance is included).

Overseas rates are variable although always
expensive.

VISA, American Express, MasterCard, or
money orders only, please.

SAVE A TREE?

Did you know that instead of a paper copy you

could receive our newsletter by email? If you
would like to switch and help us reduce our
carbon footprint, please tell us next time you
are in the store or send an email to
mystery@whodunitcanada.com.
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